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MRN Sets Legislative Priorities for 2007

Missouri Recovery Network is staying alert to the actions of the
94th General Assembly. Bills have started to be filed, legislators
assigned to committees and hearings are being held. As of this
publication, MRN supports the proposed legislation:

HB 446—(Deecken) This hill would use the tax revenue generated
by the sale of intoxicating beverages to create the “Fund for the
Reduction of Aleohol Related Problems and Underage Drinking”
to be used for prevention, ireatment, and recovery of aleohol
related problems and alcchol related traffic safety.

BB 38 (Ridgeway) Prohibits the use or possession of alcohol
beverage vaporizers. Prohibits any person from possessing or
using a vaporizer, as defined, “No person shall intentionally
induce or abuse solvents or ethyl alecchol. Does not apply to
substances that are FDA approved or administered by a medical
practitioner.

HB 136—(Nolte) Bame as 8B 38 above.
MEBEN will monitor the following:

HB 59 (Sater) Requires the State Highway Patrol to create,
maintain, and make available for public inquiry a registry of
persons convicted of methamphetamine offenses.

EB 157 (Bartle) Creates a “Methamphetamine Offense
Registry” within the 8tate Highway Patrol Bubject to
appropriation, the Highway Patrol shall maintain a webh page
with an offender search capabhility.

On the federal level MREN supports:

Paul Wellstone Mental Health and Addiction Equity Act—U.8.
Representatives Patrick Kennedy (D-RI) and Jim Ramstad (R-
MN) plan to reintroduce legislation to require group health plans
to cover addiction on par with other mental and physical health
problems. This act would bar health plans with 50 or more
members from setting different reimbursement, co-pays,
deductibles and limits for mental illnesses than for physical
illnesses. In the past, the Wellstone Parity Legislation garnered
enough support passage in both the House and Senate, but a vote
on the measure was repeatedly blocked by the former Republican

leadership in the House. A recent survey says that strong

majorities of Americans want to put an end to insurance /
discrimination against addiction and mental health care. A

MRN State Council Member

To Serve at National Level
MRN is most pleased to announce Judic
Didyiksers member of the MRN Stete
Cowncil Ras been appointed to the borrd of
Faces ‘& Voices o Recovery [FAVOR) as
their Mid-America regional representative
This areq covers the states of ArRansas
Kansas Missourt and Oblahoma. jw{ms
appointment will benefit both Faces & Voices
c_nfﬂaccsvery and MBI Jwﬂe Ensng»s &

e two grrmg}s o col _
vigovously to end discrimination and
broaden  social msbszmg abiout
recevery ﬁm-'ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ%m

Congratulations Fudis!
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Medication Shows
Promise

Tha University of Vir-
ginia 18 conducting =
study on a new drug to
help alecholics who are
trying te guit drinking.
Tha drug, called To-
pamazx, has shown some
remgrkable successes,
but has not yet been
spproved by the FDA to
traat aleaholism.

—NER
Weskend Editan Saturday

Look at s Grow!

Sinee our last newslet-
tar, MEN hasz added to
its membership

Catober 2006 24
Mewvembear 2008 a0
Diecermber 2006 23
That's quite a growth
spurt. We are pleased
to welcome these new
membiers,

With all of our wvoices
and efforts united we
can make a BIG diffar-
ence 1n hslping socisty
realize that recovery iz
a reason to celebratel!
Flease encourage wyour
friends and colleagues
to join with you in this
vital work Youecan use
the membership form
on the hack of this
newsletter or join
amldmn g a t
W W TIOrSCOVETY. Og

Silence Hharts...
Step Up. ..

Speak Out

Silence Hurts...Step Up...Speak QOut!

HEO to Launch ADDICTION Project March 15

In partnership with the
Robert Wood Johnson
Foundations, the National
Institute on Drug Abuse
(NIDA), and the National
Institute on Alechol
Abuse and Alecholism
(NIAAA), HBO is launch-
ing the ADDICTION pro-
ject, an unprecedented
multimedia campaign
that will help increase
understanding that addie-
tion is a treatable brain
disease. ADDICTION

premieres March 15, 9:00-
10:30 p.m. ET.

The ADDICTION project
is supported by an un-
precedented 30 city na-
tionwide community out:
reach campaign funded by
the Robert Wood Johnson
Foundations and coordi-
nated by Join Together,
Faces and Voices of Re-
covery, and CADCA.

The documentary is a 14
part film series that pro-

vides guidance in navigat-
ing the confusing world of
addiction treatment and
recovery. The film pro-
vides a candid depiction of
the emotional, psychologi-
cal, social and political
toll that addiction takes
on the country and dem-
onstrates that the disease
is treatable and that there
are millions of Americans
in long'term recovery.
Topics covered include:
the nature of addiction,

(continusd on back page)

MRN Presents "Tuw Sticma Srors HEre” Workshop Across Missourl

MRN has scheduled the
next four workshops on
stigma reduction—"The
Stigma Stops Here: Con-
fronting Stigma Where
You Find It*. The first
workshop, held Decem-
ber 8, 2006 was a huge
success and trainees
have recommended it to
colleagues. The work:
shops address percep-
tions of addiction and
recovery and how it has
been shaped by our per-
sonal environment and
by the media. The pro-
gram focuses on our re-
sponse to stigma, how
we confront stigma and
discrimination on a daily
basis, as well as on a
more planned level
through public educa-
tion, policy shaping ef*
forts and collaboration
with other groups.

The dates and locations
are:

February 23—Cox
Health Systems, Spring-
field, MO

March 9—NCADD, Kan-
sas City, MO

April 27 Provident,
Ine., 5t. Louis, MO

May 11— Location TBA,
Sikeston, MO

Registration will begin
at 830 am. with the
program running from 9
am. to 3 pm. The cost
is $20 per person which
includes lunch. Five
CEUs will be awarded
by the Missouri Sub-
stance Abuse Counselor
Certification Board.
Registration can be done
via the MRN website at
http://morecovery.org/

stigmaworkshop.htm or

by calling MRN at 573-
635-:6669. Payment can
be made by purchase
order, personal check or
credit card.

MRN would like to ac
knowledge and thank
their lunch sponsors.

Jefferson City—Central
Bancompany

Springhield—Center for
Addictions, Cox Health

Kansas City—Kansas
City Community Center

St. Louis—Assisted Re-
covery Centers of Amer:
ica

Sikeston—Mission Mis-
souri

Pre-registration is re-
quired. Space is limited,
so register early!










